
“But I don’t like nothing. I like more… 

See? More is better!” 

Advice for Helping Children Learn Basic Math 

Plus Meets Minus: A Counting Farce 
by Katherine Gee Perrone 

PLUS MEETS MINUS: A 

COUNTING FARCE is a 

fun, colorful exploration of 

two very different person-

alities and the results are 

many discoveries about 

both human nature and 

math.  

Children of all ages, but espe-

cially those ages 4-7, will 

love counting along with 

Addy and subtracting things 

with Minus. They will have 

so much fun with Addy and 

Minus that they won’t even 

notice they are learning all 

about the world of math! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addy Plus loves to put 

things together, collecting 

all sort of things into lar-

ger and larger groups. 

She adds more and more 

marbles to a jar, blocks to 

a tower, and she adds so 

many hats to her head that 

she nearly falls over! 

Addy finds great joy in 

adding.  

Minus Takeaway likes 

nothing more than taking 

things apart. When he 

finds marbles in a jar, he 

removes them one by 

one. Blocks in a tower? He 

takes it apart one block at 

a time. A stack of hats on a 

girls head? Minus Take-

away just can’t resist tak-

ing those hats each time 

she passes.  

When these two charac-

ters finally meet face to 

face, there is consider-

able confusion and con-

flict!  

To be nice to her new 

friend, Addy pulls a vase 

out of her bag and adds a 

flower to it saying, “No 

more minus. Plus one! 

See, minus? Plus one is 

better than none.” 

But, Minus isn’t buying it. 

He just can’t stop himself 

from removing the petals 

from that flower one by 

one. He tries to explain; 

“Plus was nice, but I’m 

minus. I takeaway, I like 

quiet. I like nothing.” 

 

An important part of learning math is 
learning how to solve problems. Children 
are encouraged to use trial and error to 
develop their ability to reason and to 
learn how to go about problem solving. 
They learn that there may be more than 
one way to solve a problem and more 
than one answer. They also learn to 
express themselves clearly as they 
explain their solutions. 
 

 

Math skills are important to a child's 
success – both at school and in every-
day life. Understanding math also builds 
confidence. 
 

Children learn math best through activi-
ties that encourage them to: 

explore; 

think about what they are explor-
ing; 

solve problems using information 
they have gathered themselves; 

explain how they reached their 
solutions. 

 

Children learn easily when they can 
connect math concepts and procedures to 
their own experience. By using common 
household objects (such as measuring 
cups and spoons in the kitchen) and 
observing everyday events (such as 
weather patterns over the course of a 
week), they can "see" the ideas that are 
being taught. 
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PLUS MEETS MINUS: A COUNTING 

FARCE and the activities in this 

study guide will reinforce the follow-

ing objectives and student expec-

tancies: 

FIRST GRADE MATHEMATICS 

1.1 A, B, C, D & E 

1.2 A & C 

1.3 A, C, D & F 

1.5 A, D, E & G 

1.8 A, B & C 

FIRST GRADE FINE ARTS 

THEATRE 

1.1 A, B, C & D 

1.2 A, B, C & D 

1.3 A, B, C & D 

1.5 A, B & D 

Because the early childhood curricu-

lum is a spiral, each of these skills is 

the foundation for further success in 

Grades 2, 3, 4, and 5 where the TEKS 

repeat and expand these basic skills.  

While the activities in this guide are 

written for first grade students, they 

can easily be expanded and en-

riched to serve older students. 

Who’s Who In PLUS MEETS MINUS: A COUNTING FARCE 
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for 12 years and has a BFA in Acting 

from Texas State University. 
 

DON DAY 

Lighting Designer 

Don made sure we could see everything 

by designing lights for this production. In 

fact he helps set the mood through light-

ing for plays at Southwestern University’s 

theatre, the Austin Playhouse, and Hyde 

Park Theatre.  Don has a degree in light-

ing from UT Austin and is Pollyanna’s 

resident Lighting Designer. 
 

BRETON CHRISTOPHERSON 

Sound Designer/Composer 

Breton composed the music and sound 

for this production. He is very excited to 

have the opportunity to work with The 

Pollyanna Theatre company again. Plus 

Meets Minus is his fourth production 

with Pollyanna. Breton has a background 

theatrical sound design, audio engineer-

ing, and music composition for tv, radio, 

and interactive media. 

 

Continued on page 6 

Educational Objectives/TEKS 

Theatre is the most collaborative of art 

forms (which means that it takes lots of peo-

ple to make a play). We are lucky to have 

many of the best theatre artists in Austin at 

Pollyanna Theatre Company.  These are the 

talented people who helped create PLUS 

MEETS MINUS: A COUNTING FARCE: 
 

JUDY MATETZSCHK-CAMPBELL, Ph.D. 

Director 

As the Director of PLUS MEETS MINUS: A 

COUNTING FARCE Judy worked with the 

actors, designer, and crew to bring life to 

the playwright’s words.  When she isn’t di-

recting, Judy travels the country to work as 

Dramaturg for the most notable Theatre for 

Youth playwrights.  Judy is the founding 

Artistic Director of Pollyanna and holds a 

PhD in Theatre-Text Criticism from UT-

Austin.   
 

KATHERINE GEE PERRONE 

Playwright 

Katherine is the playwright who wrote PLUS 

MEETS MINUS: A COUNTING FARCE. She 

loves Math and won’t deny it. She loves ad-

dition more than subtraction, but she’s mar-

ried to a “Minus”, which just goes to show, 

we can all get along. Katherine cur-

rently works as a storyteller and 

writer in Seattle, WA with her hus-

band and cat. Katherine graduated 

in English and Theatre Studies from 

Brigham Young University. Her es-

says, stories, and plays have won 

numerous awards.  
 

ANDREW PERRY 

Company Stage Manager 

Andrew is the Pollyanna Theatre 

Company Stage Manager. He has a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from 

Texas State University and has been 

working in Austin theatre since 2004. 

He is delighted to have stage man-

aged over sixteen productions with 

Pollyanna.  
 

IA ENSTERA LAYADI 

Production Designer 

Ia created the place where the play 

happens and the colorful costumes 

that the characters wore.  Ia lives in 

Austin with her partner Stacy, her 

son Elias, and their four “fierce” 

dogs. Ia has worked with Pollyanna 
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Cast Photo 

From front to back:   

Gricelda Silva, Bethany Harbaugh, 

Toby Minor, and Aaron Alexander 



Does anyone know what a farce 
is? (A farce is a comedy so this 

play is a counting comedy.)   

What do you suppose might 
happen in a counting comedy? 

Who are the characters you 
might expect to meet in a count-

ing comedy? 

 

Audience Behavior 

It is also important to discuss appropriate audience 

behavior with the children before coming to the 

theatre so they are prepared. 

Stay seated. 

Stay still. 

Stay quiet. 

“Keep your thoughts in your head “ 

until after the show!” 

 

Before going to see PLUS MEETS 

MINUS: A COUNTING FARCE you 

may want to discuss the following 

questions and engage in the activity 

as an introductory experience for 

the children in your care. The pur-

pose of this initial discussion is to 

introduce the children to the world 

of the play. The information pro-

vided after each question is to help 

you guide the discussion but it is 

important to allow the children to 

express their ideas and feelings. It 

might be helpful to write the chil-

dren’s answers to these questions on 

a large sheet of paper so you can 

use it during a post-show discussion.  

Tell the children the following:  

We are going to see a play called 

PLUS MEETS MINUS: A COUNTING 

FARCE.  

Do you recognize any words in 
the title of this play?   

What is counting?  (To recite 
numbers in order or to figure out 

how many items are in a group)  

Can you give me an example of 
counting?  

What is a plus sign and what do 
they mean? (A symbol that tells 

you to add two things together. 

Write an example such as 1 + 3 

= 4 on the board and go over it if 

the children are unfamiliar with 

this symbol.)  

What is a minus sign and what 
do they mean?  (A symbol that 

tells you to subtract one thing 

from another. Write an example 

such as 5—2 = 3 on the board 

and go over if the children are 

unfamiliar with this symbol.)  

Pre-Show Discussion 
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The following activity is an interactive way 
to introduce the children to the world of the 
play and get them thinking about counting, 
addition, subtraction, and quantity. 
 

Materials Needed: Groups of Similar Items and 
a large board or paper to note results for the 
children. 
 

Explain the following to the children: In 
the play we are going to see the charac-
ters count everything they come across 
and then either add or subtract items.  
We can do that too! 
Look around the room and count all the 
chairs that you see.  Write the word 
“chairs” (and include a picture of a chair 
for non-readers) on a board or on a large  

 

 
 

Pre-Show Activity: Counting Can Happen Anywhere 

paper tablet and then put a tally mark or 
“x” for each chair the children count. 
Continue this activity asking the children 
to count any of the groups of items 
throughout the room (i.e. tables, pillows, 
cups, books, etc.). 
Continue to track the results by writing 
the name of the item (including pictures 
for non-readers) and using tally marks 
for each item counted.  If you line up 
the tally marks for each item (see adja-
cent picture) you will have a simple 
graph when finished. 
When the children have counted several 
items and the results have been noted, 
have them analyze the results. 

Which item do we have the 
most of in our room? 

Which item do we have the 
least of in our room? 
How many more chairs do we 
have than tables? 
Do we have equal amounts of 
any items? 

 
chairs 

 

X 

 

X  

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 
tables 

 

X 

 

X 

    

 
plates 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

  

 
cups 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

  



Post-Show Activity: Pizza, and Bears, and Monsters—Oh My! 
The Math Monster 

Materials: Paper plate with a “D” shaped 

mouth cut out, construction paper, scis-

sors, glue sticks, and counting things. 

Explain to the children in your care 

that the paper plate is a monster and 

the hole is her mouth. Ask them to 

decorate their monster’s face with 

eyes, nose, etc. 

The Math Monsters have a voracious 

appetite and eat everything! Give 

each child a set of addition and sub-

traction problems like this: The 

Math Monster eats 5 crayons. But, 

she doesn’t like them and spits 3 

out. How many did she swallow? 

These simple math games combine 

number learning and imaginative play. 
 

Math Pizza 

Materials: 14” cardboard circle, con-

struction paper, scissors 

Cut out multiples of several different 

pizza toppings (pepperoni, mush-

rooms, green pepper, etc.) 

Now the child in your care is the 

pizza chef and you are the customer. 

Order a pizza for lunch with specific 

amounts of each topping which your 

child has to count out. But, you are a 

finicky customer—changing your 

mind about the amount of topping 

several times! 

How Many Bears In The Cave? 

Materials: Small styrofoam bowl with a 

small square cut out of the edge, gummy 

bears 

Turn the bowl upside down and it is 

now a cave with an opening that the 

bears can use as a door. 

Take 8 gummy bears and pretend 

with the child in your care that they 

are a family out playing in the 

woods. Count the number of family 

members. Some of the bears get 

tired and go into the cave for a nap. 

How many bears go into the cave? 

How many bears stay out and play? 

 

Children learn math best when it is a part of their 
normal day.  The following activity suggestions 
may help you to integrate math learning into daily 
life. 

Addition Bag—Great game to play while at a 
restaurant 
Materials: Ziploc bag with line drawn down the 
middle and any objects that will fit in the bag and 
can be counted (marbles, coins, cheerios, etc.). 

Put 10 objects in the bag, seal it, and lay it 
flat on a table. 

Ask the child in your care to move the ob-
jects into two sets, one on each side of the 
line drawn on the bag. 

put 4 oranges into a plastic produce bag. 

Give the plastic produce bag to the child in 
your care and ask them to analyze the num-
ber of oranges: 

How many oranges are there all 
together? 

Which has fewer oranges the bag 
or the basket? 

How many fewer oranges are in 
the bag than in the basket? 

Can you put the same number of 
oranges in the basket and in the 
bag? 

 

Using numbers or pictures analyze the number 
of objects in each set and the total number of 
objects (i.e. there are 6 objects in one set and 
4 objects in the other set, so 6 + 4 = 10). 

Now, ask the child to create two different sets 
that still represent the number 10 (i.e. there 
are 7 objects in one set and 3 objects in the 
other set, so 7 + 3 = 10). 

 

Ten Oranges—Great game to play in the pro-
duce section of your grocery store 
Materials: Oranges or any other produce you will be 
purchasing, grocery basket, and a plastic produce 
bag. 

Place 12 oranges in your grocery basket and 

Post-Show Discussion Questions 
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Discuss PLUS MEETS MINUS: A COUNT-

ING FARCE with the children in your 

care using the following questions as a 

guide: 

Who were the main characters in 

the play and what did they like to 

do? (Addy Plus likes to add things 

and Minus Takeaway likes to sub-

tract things.) 

How many different things did they 

add and subtract in the play? (List 

each item the class can remember 

on the board or large paper.) Now 

look around and see if you can find 

any of these  items in your room. 

Count the number of each item you 

have and graph it as described in 

the activity on page 3. 

Addy and Minus like very different 

things. How did they solve their dif-

ferences and become friends? 

How do you solve your differences 

with your friends? 

Post-Show Activity: Math On The Go 
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Apps to Help Teach Kids 
Basic Math Skills 

 
Love to Count by Pirate Trio 

IPhone, iPad, iPod Touch 

$3.99 (ages 4-7) 

 

Intro to Math by Montessorium 

IPhone, iPad, iPod Touch 

$4.99 (preschool-kindergarten) 

 

Park Math 

IPhone, iPad, iPod Touch 

$1.99 (preschool-Kindegarten)  

 

(All apps are rated 5 out of 5 stars 

by Common Sense Media) 
 



4-2 steps to the left, 5+3 claps, 2 steps right, etc. 

Dragon Attack: A dragon (played by an adult) 
threatens to attack the kingdom unless a “30 treas-
ure” is assembled. The children must put 30 treas-
ure items in a box, but of course the dragon is 
picky and will want to change the number of 
items (“You put 5 apples in the treasure but I 
don’t like apples. Give me that same number of 2 
different fruits.) 

Magic Math Spells: Allow the children to create 
magic spells based on math and assemble the 
instructions into a spell book for other kids to 
study (i.e. To become invisible take 5 sips of wa-
ter and cluck like a chicken 3 times. To become 
visible again you need to repeat the spell taking 2 
less sips of water and clucking 4 + 3 times). 

Children love to engage in dramatic play and with 
a little creativity, dramatic play time can also be 
learning math time. This activity is based on an 
imaginary kingdom but it could be any world—let 
the children decide on the world for this activity. 

Explain to the children in your care that you are 
all going to pretend to live in a special kingdom. 
Let the children name the kingdom. 

Characters: Using basic craft supplies let the chil-
dren create their own crown and ask them to 
decorate it with special jewels (beads) which you 
hand out. These jewels determine each child’s 
name—Princess 7 Emeralds for example. Let each 
child count their jewels, finish their crown, and 
introduce themselves to the rest of the class. 

Court Feast: Have the children pass out snack for 
the court feast based on their name. Princess 7 
Emeralds could get 7 crackers, and 4 apples slices 
+ 3 cheese cubes. 

Court Dance: Teach the children a special court 
dance based on math problems—3 small jumps,  

Resources Used In This Study Guide 

Post-Show Activity: The Math Kingdom 

Math Maze 
Materials: Large open space with concrete floor, chalk, 
math problem cards, and several small groups of children 

Draw a series of blocks in the form of a path in 
chalk on the concrete floor. There should be one 
path per group of children. 

Working in small groups have the children draw a 
math problem card and move along the path 
according to the instructions on the card (i.e. 
Move 5 blocks down the path. Now come back 2 
blocks. Move forward 7 more blocks. How many 
blocks total have you moved?) 

Check their work for accuracy. 
 
 

Do some of the children in your care have difficulty 
sitting down to learn?  They may be kinesthetic learners 
and these movement activities may make it easier for 
them to learn basic math skills. 
 

Addition/Subtraction Circle 
Materials: Large open space with concrete floor, chalk, 
numeral cards (cards with a number written out and 
illustrated with dots), and a group of children 

Draw a large circle in chalk on the concrete floor. 
Now divide the circle into 2 small sections and 1 
large section (like a divided paper plate). 

Have one of the children in your care draw a 
numeral card and direct the same number of 
children to stand in one of the small sections of 

the circle. 

Have the same child draw another numeral card 
and direct that same number of children to stand 
in the other small section of the circle. 

Ask the child to count the total number of children 
in both sections. Then have them put that same 
total number of children in the large section of the 
circle (i.e. there are 3 children in one small sec-
tion and 4 children in the other small section, so 7 
children total. 7 children should also be standing 
in the large section.) 

Continue this activity with different children being 
in charge and try some subtraction problems too. 

 

 

Ontario Ministry of Education website at www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/brochure/earlymath/index.html 

Common Sense Media website at www.commonsensemedia.org 

K-5 Math Teaching Resources website at www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/addition-and-subtraction-
activities.html 

Innovative Ideas for Teaching Math article at www.ehow.com/info_8214126_innovative-ideas-teaching-
math.html 

North Carolina Public Schools Arts Education Handbook at dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/artsed/resources/
handbook/dance/28integration 

Post-Show Activity: Teaching Math Through Movement 
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Continued from page 2 
 

AARON ALEXANDER 

Actor playing Minus Takeaway 

Aaron is excited to be working with 

Pollyanna again.  He’s especially 

happy for his son to get another 

chance to see him perform! He was 

last seen at Pollyanna in PLAY-

GROUND SUPERHERO. 
 

BETHANY HARBAUGH 

Actor in the Ensemble 

Bethany earned her BFA in Theatre 

from Texas State University and 

completed two internships with the 

Walt Disney Company before set-

tling in Austin and joining Pollyanna 

Theatre Company. Since becoming 

a company member with Pollyanna 

seven years ago, Bethany has 

played everything from a flower to a 

saint bernard, a tree to a honey-

bee...and even occasionally played 

humans! 

 

TOBY MINOR 

Actor in the Ensemble 

Toby received his BA training from 

New Mexico State University.  He is 

an Advanced Certified Actor Com-

batant with the Society of American 

Fight Directors (SAFD) and 

is represented by DVA Talent.  Toby 

is proud to be a company member 

with Pollyanna and is very excited to 

be a part of PLUS MEETS MINUS: A 

COUNTING FARCE!  
 

GRICELDA SILVA 

Actor playing Addy Plus 

Gricelda is thrilled to be performing 

at Pollyanna once again. She just hit 

her 8th year living in Austin, Texas, 

and couldn't be happier! She earned 

2 degrees in Philosophy and Psy-

chology from St. Edward's Univer-

sity, and has to thank her wonder-

fully supportive parents for all that 

they've done for her, and Blake for 

his melodious presence in her life.  
 

 

PLUS MEETS MINUS: A COUNTING FARCE Cast and Crew Continued...  

We’d like to thank our sponsors,  
without whom we wouldn’t be here! 

 

 
 
 

 

PO Box 302037 

Austin, TX 78703 

512-743-7955 

Pollyannatheatrecompany.org 

The founders of Pollyanna 
Theatre Company believe in 
the power of the arts to bring 
much needed joy and hope 
into the lives of young people 
as well as into the life of the 
child that is alive inside each 
of us regardless of our age. 
And no other character we 
know embodies this timeless 
power of optimism better 
than Eleanor Porter’s timeless 
little girl, Pollyanna. 

This project is funded and supported in part by a grant from the 
Texas Commission for the Arts, The National Endowment, and the 

City of Austin through the Cultural Arts Division believing an invest-
ment in the arts is an investment in Austin’s future. 

has named 

Pollyanna Theatre Company 
and 

Judy Matetzschk-Campbell 
as the  

2013 Angel in the Community 


